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COUNCIL DEFERS TAX RATE ACTION

&

2.
f

Traction

Case Sets

Decision Precedent

I. C. C. Action in .Central
California May Apply to
Local Problems

A precedent which may prove of
vast importance in connection with
the railway freight interchange
P of this y and of
Southern California has been set
in a recent decision of the Inter-
state: Commerce Commission in the
Central California Traction Com-
pany case.

‘The Interstate Commerce Com-
mission has directed that the b53-
mile railroad, from Stockton to
Sacramento, be taken over and op-
erated jointly by the Santa Fe, the
Southern Pacific and the Western
Pacific. The Central California
Traction Company connects with
the Santa Fe, the Southern Pacific
and the Western Pacific, a situa-
tion analogous to that prevailing
in Southern California in regard to
the Pacific Electric and the steam
railroads. In transportation circles
the decision is regarded as a legal
landmark which the commission
may see fit to use in charting a
course through the interchange
shoals in Southern California.
“Action in Southern California
paraHeling the Central California
Traction case would call for joint
operation of the 1100-mile,
000,000 system of the Pacific Elec-
tric by the Santa Fe, Union Paci-
fic, Southern Pacific and [Pacific
Electric. It has been forecast that
the Harbor District Chambers of
Commerce may take cognizance of
such a solution, which would sim-
plify the problein of location of

classification yards, would

'jo'mt
eliminate duplication in transporta«

tion service now found in several
communities where no interchange
arrangement exists, would dissolve
the dispute between carriers over
Nswltchlng charges, would effect a
saving to shippers by making pos-
sible a single-line haul, and would
be in line with the Congressional
“ plan for consolidation of railroads.

The Pacific Electric is owned by
the Southern Pacific, but the
Southern Pacific up to the present
time has declined to operate it and
maintain it.

In some quarters it has been
forecast that such joint operation
of the Pacific Electric probably
would lead to electrification of the
mileage of the Santa IYe, Union Pa-
cific and Southern Pacific in South-
ern California.

01l Men Take
" Precautions In
Repo_rted Plot

Sheriff Hears of Bomb Plans
in Santa Fe Springs—
Guards Increased

Precautions have been taken for
the past few days to guard against
a rumored plot at the Santa Fe
Springs oil field and at the Rich-
field Refinery in North Long Beach
as a result of the Sacco-Vanzetti
executjons Monday night.

The sheriff's office in Los An-
geles received reports that secret
agents working in Huntington Park
had learned of a plot to bomb
Santa Fe Springs. Scores of depu-
ty sheriffs and extra guards were
thrown about the oil fields and re-
fineries.

‘ Union, California Petroleum, Gen-
eral Petroleum, Standard, Shell and
Associated Oil companies all were
notified of the reported plot and
all put on extra shifts of guards.
Eight extra watchmen were placed
on duty at the Richfield refinery
near Hynes. A detail of six spe-
clal deputies from the sheriff's of-

fice were assigned to the Santa
Fe Springs district.
A real plan service. Consolidated

Lumber Co.—Adv.

F3ILL THE BARB

$100,- |

Smoker Minus
Smoke Success
at Playground
Red Hot Glove Battles Are

Put. On—Big Crowd
Present

The “smokeless” smoker and
athletic program of boxing, wrest-
ling, games and stunts last Friday
night in the Playground playroom
was a great success, both in at-
tendance and sheer fun,

A large crowd, composed chiefly
of youngsters, but with a liberal
sprinkling of older folks, was on
hand to witness and take part in
the amusement.

Some fast and furious boxing was
on tap. Lester Moore and Vashel
Moore of Indianapolis put on a
| special hout in the middieweight

division and they went at it ham-
tongs in true brotherly
with Lester having the

mer and
! fashion,
edge.
Donald Dover took the decision
over Cecil Powell in a shower of
gloves in the fleaweight class.
Louis Zamperini had all the best
of it in a slashing battle at catch
weights  with Frank  Watanabe.
Francis Dover also gave Horace
Watanabe a lacing in three rounds.
Both of the Watanabe boys gave
away too much in.weight, height
and reach to have an equal chance,
but both showed worlds of fight
and were gluttons for punishment.
In the main event Heide Wata-
nabe won over “Spider” Tidlow in
the first round. Heide was too fast
and experienced and the bout was
stopped after a couple of knock
downs to avoid a knockout.
Jimmy Miller won his wrestling
match with Louis Zamperini in a
{ whirlwind  match  during  which
every hold was tried out. Cecil
Powell downed brother David Pow-
ell in another family affair which
brought the audience to its feet.
The most interesting and amus-
ing wrestling match of the evening
was just another little family ar-
gument between Joseph and An-
thony Brissenger. These boys
swarmed over each other and part
of the audience like a couple of
wildeats and kept the spectators in
an upr . Anthony finally won
the deciding rall.
Indian  wrestling
by several of the
formed nobly.
The latter

was  exhibited
hoys who per-

art of the cvening
was spent in tumbling, pyramid
building and games. “Throw and
duck,” beetle, elephant roll, horse
back riding competition and other
sames and contests rounded up an
evening of real enjoyment.

The Gardena Playground basc-
ball team defeated the local team
17-6 last Friday on the local field.

Considering the size of the two
teams the Torrance boys made a
fine showing.  Rupple, Falkner,
Tidlou, Zamperini, Singer, Ander-

€on, Holman, Paige, Kelly and the
Watanabe brothers comprised the
local team. Next Friday a return
game will be played at Gardena.

Thursday afternoon at three
o'clock bicycle races will be held
at the playground. These will in-
clude slow races, 50 yards, 100
yards and marathon races for boys
of different ages and anyone is
eligible to compete,

Mexican Slashed;
Knife Wielder Is
in City Jail Cell

Pete Magdaleno, a resident of the
Pueblo, is in the Torrance city jail
charged with stabbing a fellow
Mexican in an affair with knives,
The carving affray is alleged by
the victim, Francisco Melgoza, to
have taken place on or about Au-
egust 14, Melgoza, it is alleged, was
slashed about the head and chest
with a pocket knife, necessitating
the taking of several stitches on
various parts of his person. His
hut, held at the Torrance police
station, is blood spattered, and has
two wide slashes through the
crown,

Magdaleno was arraigned before
City Judge Rippey last Monday and
held in $2600 bail.  Failing to pro-
duce bail, he went to a cell. He
will receive his preliminary hear-
in® next Monday at 2 p. m., at
which time a representative of the
district attorney's office will be
present, Z

In a Town Where Values Grow

The Taxes Surely Will Be Low

Walt Mason, genial, but not always accurate, rhymester, is taken
to task by Edwin M. Searle of 233 North Kenmore, Los Angeles,
for a recent “Rippling Rhyme” entitled “Low Ta'xu.’

“For in a Town that doesn't grow,

“The Taxes surely would be low,

“And that would soothe my soul.” . X

So said Walt, and Mr. Searle, not particularly interested in
towns that do not grow, but nevertheless sharing with the rhym-
ing Mason a liking for low taxes, suffered his eyes to wander on
down rippling column, to learn further:

“l heard about a quiet Town,

“Where Taxes kept on going down,

“And | went there to look around,

“Perchance to buy a plot of ground,

“But when | reached the Low Tax Town

“l found it desolate and brown,

“Unpainted and decayed—" X

Right there Mr. Searle, who has a few ideas of his own as to
what makes a Low Tax low, began to suspect that Walt was tell-
ing more poetry than truth. Mr. Mason, seemed, had allowed
his poetic license to wander off the reservation, but Mr. Searle,
ing a fair-minded man, before publicl i
rhyme, clapped his hat upon his head and hied hii
to see with his own eyes the aspects of a Low Tax Town.
reputation, if any, for poetic veracity thereupon suffered a decided
slum

“leelrned that your city tax has been reduced again,” writes
Mr. Searle, in an unsolicited report of his private investigation, “and
yet it is‘only half what our city tax here in Los Angeles.

“l found no signs of desolation or decay in the city of Torrance,
but exactly the reverse—a clean and strictly. up-to-date city, a fast
growdng metropolis, an energetic class of people with plenty of pep,
school facilities unsurpassed, churches, libraries, hospitals, every-
thi And now can you explain, how do you do it?

“ls it any wonder Torrance is growing so rapidly,”

Mr. Searle now is contemplating a little good advice to one
Walt Mason, namely, that he delve a bit into the basic principles
of taxes and assessed valuation.

«

Watchman Stops
Brass Theft at

Patrolman Has
Lively Evening
In Carson St.

Stewart Subdues Trouble-
Makers from San Pedro
—Fistful of Combat

Pursuing Car Catches
Fire

C.C.M.0. Camp

Would-be Thief Escapes As

Stewart had  both
last Friday

Patrolman
hands full and to spare

Theft of brass fittings with a
replacement value of approximately
$200 from the Chanslor-Canfield

night in Carson street when half Midway OIl Company camp in “Ma-
dozen incipient combats broke | jrong avenue was frustrated early
out the vesult of a visit to a| Sunday morning by the watchful-
fance here of 50 or more San Pedro | ness of Night Watchman C. A.
men and  women. Scobie.
Just what the warfare was all Mr. Scobie, at about 2 a. m,

about the patrolman was unable to| found a car,
learn, as the combatants, aided
by their companions, all escaped.
Outnumbered more than 50 to one,

the camp.

machine, a man

Stewart was unable to make the | tempted to enter it.
hand of the law stick for more | Mr. Scobie, he said he had stopped
than a few minufes on any of | there to see some Japanese truck

ther. growers.
At least one of the disturbers, [ the car, found the brass fittings
however, has good, reason to re-|stowed in the rear, and detained

member his Torrance visit. He| the driver. N

collided forcibly with Patrolman ‘While Mr. Scobie was telephon-

Stewart's pable fist in the height | ing from the camp electric shop to

of the melee, and was rendered | Torrance police, the. man slipped

away. He abandoned his machine
and ran from the camp on foot.
Mr. Scobie, who -has served as
watchman at the camp since he

hors de combat on the spot. He
was dragged off by companions
and whisked away in an automo-
bile while Stewart was busy sub-
duing the other little riots that as
were raging all around him. some time ago, pursued him in a
The officer reported several in-|small car from the camp garage.
stances -of -direct interference with| Just as hé was overtaking the cul-
his authority, among both men and | prit, his car burst into flames and
women. One woman leaped upon|he was forced to abandon the
him and attempted to trip him up | chase.
as he charged in to break up a Torrance police traced the num-
battle. ber of the abandoned automobile,
Chief of Police Calder has taken | and found it registered in the name
steps to see that Stewart will have {of W. G. Reynolds. C. C. M. O.
reinforcements immediately on tap | detectives took charge of it and
if the crowd pays a return visit. | are working on the case.

bservations

A New Regard for Trusts—A Singing Patriot—
The Ocotal Incident—Vienna
Broke Loose

with its lights burn-
ing. standing in the main street of
As he apporoached the
ran up and at-
Questioned by

The watchman examined

injured in a derrick mishap

Ball Players Prepare
For Decisive Battles

Pet. Securities Bump
Standard From
Leadership

The gods of change took charge
of the Oil Field League this week
and Standard Oil, with the close
of Tuesday night's game with Cal-
pet, which Calpet won, 7 to 6, found
itself  unceremoniously  bumped
from the league leadership into a
third place berth, Standard had
dropped the previous Thursday's
game to Petroleum Securities.

The Securities ball tossers, with
another win on Tuesday at the ex-
pense of Superior, stepped modestly
into the top line of the league
standings. Tolson dropped one to
Calpet, but held its second place
rating.

Standard on Skids

Petroleum  Securities put the
skids-under ‘Standard Oil Thursday
by hopping off to the lead in the
first inning with five 18-karat runs.
They kept them all to the end, and
when the mathematicians were
called in the final score was found
to be 19 to 13, with Standard hold-
ing tle jinx nunber,

Home runs flapped about the lot
like homing pigeons. Roy Jones
and Vern \ustin rch  trotted
around the gre cirele for Stand-
ard, after smacking the apple out
of the lot, and Jack Canterbury,
Ralph Darrow and Ted Dietsel oiled
up their bats and bagged a circuit
clout apiece for Petroleum Securi-
ties. Roberts, on the mound for
Standard, had lots of stuff on the
ball, but at times had a little dif-
ficulty in making it behave. Hulse-
bus was in the box for Petroleum
Securities, and delivered a neat
ball game.

Another Wallop

Standard took its second wallop
in a somewhat more argumentative
mood Tuesday night. Calpet, going
great guns, pushed Standard far-
ther down the column and made it
stick, but by the narrow margin of
one run. The score was 7 to 6.
Tight ball was exhibited by both
teams. Calpet cashed in on all
seven of its hits, and Standard,
with six runs, had six hits behind
Warren Sérivner of

them also.

Calpet contributed a home run.
West and Campbell comprised the
Calpet battery, with Roberts and

Sherlock for Standard.
Pet Sec. Again

Petroleum Securities fortified its
vanguard position Tuesday with a
12 to 9 victory over Superior on
the Superior diamond. The first
two innings were the acme of con-
servativeness, with Petroleum Se-
curities garnering only one run,
and Superior none. Securities cut
loose in the third with four; added
three more in the fifth and an-
other in the sixth, and drove in
the clincher with three, full-sized
tallies in the ninth.

Superior worked up a temper in
the seventh and eighth and tied the
score, but it was too late. Hulse-
bus pitched his usual steady game
for Petroleum Securities, and Lew-
is, who has been regular catcher,
received his last. He is leaving for
Arizona, and will be missed.

Bolinger and Reynolds handled
the Superior delivery, with Dodge

By W. HAROLD KINGSLEY

(Republished from The Independent, Boston)
HE public attitude toward industrial combinations
and large corporations has changed considerably
since Theodore Roosevelt swung his' big stick at the
trusts. Today finds a growing popular conviction that
trusts are bad only when they exercise powers of
monopoly to raise prices arbitrarily but that when they
effect cost reductions which are passed on to the con-
sumer in the form of reduced prices they become an
ally rather than a foe of the people,

In the report on the Geneva Economic Conference
this statement appears: “In certain branches of pro-
duction they (industrial combinations) can—subject to
certain conditions and reservations—on the one hand,
secure a’ more methodical organization of production
and a reduction in costs . and on the other hand,

act as a check on uneconomic competition and reduce
(Continued on Page 6)

receiving.
Calpet Knocks Tolson

Calpet bowled Tolson over with
an 11 to 5 score last Thursday.
Scrivner and Nelson of Calpet each
turned in a four-ply swat, and
Scrivner did some nifty fielding at
third. West hurled a good game|
for the winners,

Oil Well Supply and Superior
failed to reach a decision on’the
Superior diamond. 4

|

|

|
|

uled to
double header.
Bakery will try conclusions.
with the tonsorial artists, and Wednesday the bakers will take a crac:
at the hair cutters.

Playground Championship Series

August 29—Pacific Electric vs. Lomita Globe Bakery,
August 29—Union Tool vs. Tansey Barbers.

August 30—Pacific Electric vs, Tansey Barbers.
August 31—Lomita Globe Bakery vs. Tansey Barbers.
September 1—Union Tool vs. Pacific Electric.
September 2—Union Tool vs. Lomita Globe Bakery.

Playgr(;\md League Standings

Teams— Won Lost Tied Pect.
Union Tool 0 0 1000
Tansey Barbers 1 0 750
Pacific Electric 2 0 714
Globe Bakery 2 0 714
Ci Steel 3 0 100
% 1 1 250
Kiwanis 5 0 200
Ideco 5 1 200
Firemen 5 0 200
Rotary 6 0 142

. .
0Oil League Standings

Teams— Won Lost Tied Pet.
Petroleum Securities 2 0 715
Tolson Truck Co. .. 2 1 667
S| rd  Oil 2 2 600
California Petroleum 3 0 572
Oil Well Supply .. 4 2 200
Superior 5 1 167

5c per (ffm.v

ANOTHER

SESOION
FRIDAY

Tax Ordinance Will Be Dis-
cussed Further Before
Adoption

MAY BE CHANGED

If Re-Introduced, Ordinance:
Will Be Adopted
Wednesday

“Action on the 1927.1928:
tax rate ordinance, which, as:
introduced on August 16,
would. make the municipal

and 70 cents for the North-
west Torrance and Meadow

As Summer Season Draws-to Close Champ-
ionship Contenders at Playground Gird
‘ Loins for Final Fray

‘With the season drawing to its close, a championship playoff series
and intersectional games are scheduled in the Playground Baseball
League for next week. Union Tool, otherwise known as Murphy's
‘omedians, has eight straight games to its credit and has chalked up
a percentage rating of 1.000. Next Thursday evening the toolmakers
will tangle in the playoff with Pacific Electric, which, with five won
and two lost, has a rating of .714. On Friday the Comedians will take
on Globe Bakery of Lomita, also boasting 4 percentage.

The Tansey Barbers, rating .750 with four gameés played, are sched-
meet Union Tool Monday night, in the second game of a
In the first Monday game Pacific Electric and Cilohe
Tuesday Pacific Electric will cross bats

Park annexations, was de-
ferred by the City Council,
in session last Tuesday night,
until Friday.

An adjourned meeting of
the Council will be held Fri-
day night, at which the tax
ordinance will come up for
further discussion as special
order of business after which,
if any changes are made in
it, it will be in order for
adoption at another special
session five days later. If no
changes are made in the or-
dinance it may be adopted
Friday night . Incorporation
of any changes, however, will

Wednesday also will sce a double¥ -
header at the Playground field. The '
winner of the Wilmington play- |
ground series will journey over to
try the mettle of a representative OF LONG LlST

team of the Torrance-Lomita Play-
ground. Union Tool probably wil
step to the front for the local

Torrance Leads 22 California
Cities in Value of
July Permits

league, or if the toolmen are in-
disposed, P. E. will fill the breach.
Tonight the San Pedro Lumber
company, an upstanding team in
the San Pedro league, will appear
at the local playground. Union
Tool is expected to take it on.
Playground activities will cease
next week officially, but ball games
will continue into the following
week, with winners of the Oil Field
League scries crossing bats. with
the Playground League leaders.

In value of building permits is-
sued during July, Torrance leads o
list of 22 California cme's, with a
total of $78,500 issued. The nearest

competitor in this list is Ingle-
Bakers Scorch P. E. wood, with $75975. The list fol-
The bakery boys kept their frost- lows:

ing intact and allowed but two s .
little nibbles off the outer crust| TORRANCE 74,600
to the near famished mechanics| IPElewood <
from the P. E. shops Tuesday night | Huntington Park
in one of the fastest games yet| ventura .
played in the league. The motor-| Fullerton

San Leandro .

'n wanted d cak
men wanted a large sized cake with Redwood City

all the trimmings—they got the }
“trimming”. Its only fair to state| 3Jan Gabriel
that P. E. didn't have its strong- Z’Ym tg:;n(-l
est line-up and played a good | -~ U7 T AC

game at that. It fell down woe-

fully, however, in its hitting. %’z’:"‘:’;&"

Yelovich and Stanton pitching &oranado
for the bakery allowed but two Monrovia
hits between them. This is the Eureka

least number of hits collected by
P. E. in any game to date. The
doughboys scored two runs in the
first, two in the third and one in
the seventh while the P. E. scored

Palos Ver
Colton ...
Emeryville
National City
Orange ..

(Continued on Last Page) Redondo Beach

Fiesta Is Chock-Full of Pep

Big Sl;ow Is get For Full §peed Al;ead a;ul No*Brake*s

The big Fiesta is ready to go!

——
Next Tuesday the American Legion's huge show lot

at Western and Border avenues will be teeming with colorful displays, carefuly seleoted
entertainment and riotous fun,

The mammoth canvas is scheduled to rise today or tomorrow, and with the

“big

top” hoisted into place—it's twice the size it has ever been before—the Fiesta grounds
will begin to take on the aspect of a circus and exposition combined, the small boy's
paradise and the grown-up's delight.

The dutomobile show, with its resplendent new cars, all fitted with the latest doo-
dads and gadgets, will be the chief but by no means the only attraction under the big

tent.

Many displays are arranged, in addition to the bi

auto show, including a minjature

model home and numerous other interesting and educational exhibits.

Interest for the entertainment seekers will loom large at the big stage in the end of
ct from leading theatre cir-
The Fiesta managers have ar-|

|

the main tent. Here two acts of vaudeville,
cuits, will be given each night—ten big acts in all,
(Continued on Page 7)

booked dire

require re-introduction of the
|measure Friday night, and
|the law requires five days to
|elapse between the introduc-.
[tion of the ordinance and its
adoption.

Action on the ordinance
was deferred Tuesday night
at the request of Mayor
(John Dennis, who has just
|returned from a trip to Ore-
i gon, during which he attend--
jed, with Fire Chief Hanné--
brink, the convention of Pa-
cific Coast and International
Associations of Fire Chiefs.
It also was indicated that
considerations had come. to
light which might cause the
Council to desire some
changes in the ordinance as
first introduced.

The tax ordinance, as
adopted, must be on file with the
Los Angeles county supervisors on
or before the first Monday in Sep-
tember. Under present plans, if
changes are made Friday nlgﬂt, it
will be adopted the following Wed=~
nesday night, and will become ef-
fective September 1. i

Torrance’s assessed valuations for
the fiscal year 1927-1928 have in-
creased $4,158,220 over the fiscal
year 1926-1927. Reduction of the
assessed valuation of the Old City
by approximately one million dol-
lars is more than offset by new
assessed valuations of $3,791,990 in
the Meadow Park annexation, in-
cluding in the city’s valuations for
the fiscal year 1927-1928 for the
first time, and an approximate
of the va
of the Northwest Torrance annex-
ation. Northwest Torrance is as-
sessed for 1927-1928 at $3,030,946,
the increase being due chiefly to
increcse in personal property. The
total assesséd valuation of Tor-
rance for 1927-1928 is $16,281,295
against $12,223,075 for 1926-1927.

The million dollar paring of the
assessment In the Old City is re-
garded in administrative and finan-
cial circles as a sane forward step,’
and is the result of a campaign:
waged over the past several years
to that end. A special Chamber of’
Commerce committee, headed by J.
C. Smith, alded in obtajning the
reduction by marshalling many"
facts and figures before the asses—
sors in a serles of conferences,

The tax rate set in the ordinance
as it is now introduced and as it
will come up for further discussion
tomorrow - night, would yield, ex-
cluding the three-cent rate devotrd

to the payment of princival and fn-
(Continued on Last Page)

tax 73 cents for the Old City

.

finally

Y4



